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Chain of Infection

Causitive agent

: b Reservoir
Susceptible host e ‘

Point of exit

Point of entry

Mode of transmission



Modes of Transmission

Mode Example

Contact Hepatitis A

Droplet Influenza, measles
Airborne Tuberculosis

Common vehicle Contaminated food, water
Vector borne Lyme disease




[solation Precautions

 Standard precautions
— To protect all caregivers and patients

« Transmission-based precautions

— To protect caregivers from specialized
patients with highly transmissible
pathogens



Standard Precautions

Hand hygiene

Personal protective equipment (PPE)
— Gloves, masks, eye protection, and clothing

Sharps
Miscellaneous



Transmission-Based Precautions

Isolation Gown Gloves Patient

Type Transport

: . Yes, washing Minimize
Private or Yes, with )
Contact No . hands with  transport as
cohort direct contact .
CHG soap feasible
Yes, when Mask patient
: working when
Droplet Private - No No .
P within 1 m of transport is
patient necessary
Mask patient
: Private with when
Airborne . . Yes (N-95) No No .
negative air transport is
necessary




Cleanliness of Patient-Care
Equipment

Categories of :
5 Level of Cleanliness

Equipment
1. Critical A. Cleaning
2. Noncritical B. Disinfection

3. Semicritical C. Sterilization




Confidentiality

Discussing or referring to patients in open
settings

Gossiping about patients in staff rooms, lifts,
coffee lounges and outside the work setting

Making and taking telephone calls in earshot of
other patients

Leaving case notes on desks, rather than
putting them out of sight

Conducting patient handovers in inappropriate
nlaces

Unintentional disclosure of information to other
patients
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